
Maxton & Makenna Make Topsoil
Note the Pride on Those Beautiful Faces!



Making Topsoil Is Yukkkkky Work Every year every 

acre of farmland in 

the United States 

loses, on average, 

5.8 tons of topsoil.  

The primary causes 

are erosion and 

industrial 

agriculture.



Disgusting!!!

The Earth is rapidly 

running out of topsoil.



Yukkkkkky!!! 

Disgusting!!!  

Gross!!!
Did we tell 

you about 

shoveling 

the horse 

manure??? 

M & M

Topsoil =



This part wasn’t so bad.

Every 10 years, 

every farmer 

growing food on 40 

acres of land loses 

$12,225 in yield and 

nutrients.  



Maxton 

and 

Makenna 

Mix

Manure 

Garbage

Leaves

Grass



Makenna sifts out the 

stones, sticks, and an 

occasional undigested 

corn cob.

Who Cares 

About Dirt!!!???



The grandchildren “plop” some of 

the “just finished cooking” topsoil 

on top of Grandma Kathy’s 

milkweed garden.  

Topsoil is more than 

just dirt.  It is alive 

with countless 

microorganisms 

critical for growing 

food.



A few days later, Makenna adds her topsoil 

to her vegetable and herb garden on the 

back porch of her home.  She was extremely 

careful. Why?  “We can’t waste even a little 

bit of topsoil.”

Our most significant resource on the planet 

Earth is fertile soil.  Each year we lose 24 billion 

tons.  

The planet is dying.  

You can speed up the process by which this 

precious resource is renewed.  It may be the 

most significant single thing you can do for the 

future of the children you love.



Rise and Fall:

Roman historian Marcus Cato was a politician, 

writer and soldier.  He wrote seven volumes on the 

history of the republic, led Roman armies and found 

time to look at the ground beneath his feet.

One of his most popular writings was advise for 

farmers.   He discussed farming successfully with the 

same detail as a war plan.  His writing was a big hit.

Rome couldn’t escape the reality that has dogged 

all empires, then and today.  People need to eat.  

Like the Greeks and many other cultures, 

civilizations and empires before them, a primary 

reason for their fall was the overworked, exhausted 

and eroded farmland.  “Rome did not so much collapse 

as consume itself.”
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