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INTRODUCTION: From the mid 70’s to the mid 90’s, my preaching ministry occasionally focused 

on the reading, thinking and experience that first convinced me that spirituality and science 

both contributed essential knowledge and wisdom to my search to understand reality--to know 

God and what God requires of us.  Caring for the creation, protecting the future of our children 

and living justly and abundantly grow out of knowing the truth revealed by both disciplines.  

These sermons from up to four decades ago also illuminate the fact that for a long time 

humanity has known and ignored the truth that could have headed off many of the 

predicaments that are currently threatening the entire earth community.  



The Cosmic Scope of the Christian Venture 

Genesis 1: 1-3 

Psalm 19: 1 & 4 

John 1:1-3 

Colossians 3:11c 

Colossians 3:2    

Colossians 1:15-17 & 19-20 

Romans 8:19 & 21-22 

Ephesians 3:10 

Ephesians 4:10 
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K.  “The Cosmic Scope of the Christian Venture.” 

C.  Watch out folks.  With a title like that I don’t think Ken is going to be telling funny stories today. 

K.  I suppose I expect today’s sermon to be difficult to understand, kind of like one of those modern 

paintings hanging in a museum; you know, painted with wide sweeping strokes, a canvas filled with 

brilliant colors; a work of art that overwhelms the senses but mocks rational interpretation. 

I do not claim that this sermon will be a work of art, only that it may “strain your brain.”  Even if 

you work hard to follow my reasoning, you may still be uncertain of my meaning.  However, I must add 

that many who read the collection of texts that inspire today’s sermon find them to equally defy logic.  

The inspired writers of these texts are trying to explain spiritual mysteries that are not easily summarized 

by mere words.  As we read the scripture lessons, I think it will be worth the effort to really listen and 

ponder.  

  

K.  Genesis 1:1-3:  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless 

and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  

And God said, ‘Let their be light’, and there was light.” 

C.  Psalm 19:1-4:  “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of God’s hands. 

K. John 1:1-5:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

Christ was with God in the beginning.  Through Christ all things were made; without Christ nothing was 

made that has been made.” 

C. Colossians 3:1c:  “…Christ is all, and is in all.” 

K. Colossians 3:2:  “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” 



C. Colossians 1: 15-17, 19-20:  15 Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for 

in Christ all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together….19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

K. Romans 8:19, 21-22:  “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons and daughters of God to be 

revealed…in order that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 

glorious freedom of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the 

pains of childbirth right up to the present time.” 

C. Ephesians 3:10:  “God’s intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should 

be made know to the rulers and authorities in heavenly realms.” 

K. Ephesians 4:10:  “The Christ who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, 

in order to fill the whole universe.” 

 

  “If you are lucky enough, on a moonless night, to be under a truly dark sky in the desert or 

the mountains, far from the light of the cities, the spectacle overhead is awesome: a river of stars 

seemingly without number, stretching from horizon to horizon.  This great celestial spectacle is the 

Milky Way, the galaxy that is our home.  Looking into the night sky from the Northern Hemisphere, 

even at the darkest hour of the darkest night, everything that the unaided human eye can see—

everything but a galactic neighbor or two—is part of our home galaxy.  For most of recorded 

history, and until surprisingly recently, for all practical purposes it has been the universe. 

We now know, of course, that the universe is designed on a scale far more grand.  The 

Milky Way is but one of billions of galaxies that populate it, some of them far larger than our own.  

The science of understanding them, a science not yet 70 years old, is today a field of feverish 

activity.  With giant telescopes that look deep into space, with infrared and radio instruments that 

can peer through obscuring clouds of dusts, with microwaves to detect such surprising formations 

as molecular clouds containing formaldehyde and ethyl alcohol, with spectroscopes and radio 

interferometers that measure the twists and curls of magnetic fields, researchers are probing the 

heavens for answers.  Close in, they are looking at our own galaxy and its near neighbors.  Far out, 

they are probing at such remote ranges that some of the light now reaching their telescopes left 

its galaxy almost 15 billion years ago.   

It is a world of black holes and dark matter, of tight balls of stars where a hundred 

thousand suns jostle for room, of unimaginable forces as well as distances.  In it, giant structures 

seem to be connected almost architecturally to form still larger structures, which in turn connect 

in an organized way to form the known universe. (“Smithsonian, January, 1989, p. 37) 

 



 It is truly more than enough to blow our minds!  To avoid such a mental explosion, we mostly  just 

sidestep thoughts about such imponderables as “billions of galaxies each with billions of stars” and “15 

billion light years.”   But the universe is not just enormous; the universe also seems to be organized—like 

one immense connected body.  Try to wrap your mind around that; everything connected, all things part 

of a meaningful whole!   

But, why should such an ordered universe seem strange to us?  Our scriptures declare eloquently, 

repeatedly, that the universe in its immensity and diversity came into being by a Word spoken from the 

mouth of God; an intentional, purposeful and Loving Word! 

 The Word, Christ, brought everything into being!  If God ceased to speak, all things would cease 

to be.  And God not only creates by the Word but holds all things together by that Word.  That is why the 

universe is organized rather than chaotic.  That is why everything is connected to everything else.  That is 

why the universe appears to be, metaphorically speaking, and actually is, a vast but united One. 

 In the Old Testament we find that the Hebrew translated in Genesis 1 as, “said,” is “dabhar.”  

Dabhar refers to, “The Creative Energy of God.”  The energy of Love brings all things into being and holds 

all things together.  In the New Testament, the “Logos,” the “Word,” “Christ,” brings all things into being 

and holds all things together.  This Love, Christ, fills the cosmos and binds it together as One. 

 If we truly believe our New Testament texts, we know that all of the creation is the dwelling place 

of God and is the subject of God’s sustaining and saving Love.  Repeating Romans 8:19 & 21:  “The creation 

waits in eager expectation for the sons and daughters of God to be revealed…in order that the creation 

itself will be liberated.”  Star Trek fans, if there is something out there akin to tribbles and the Klingon 

Home World or the Romulan Empire, they also are the subject of God’s Love in Christ! 

 By the spiritual rebirth of the sons and daughters of God—you and I, if you can imagine that and 

believe that and become that—you and I, in our choices to be the Love of God, in our choices to be light 

to  the darkness, bring about the salvation of the entire universe.  You and I, all of God’s children, are that 

important.  The cosmos, the angels in heaven, the universe is counting on us.  Billions of stars are anxiously 

awaiting your rebirth into Christ! 

 You may recall the hymn, “Why Should He Love Me So?” It begins: 

  God sent my Savior to die in my stead; 

  Why should He love me so? 

  

 God loves us because we are God’s children.  Still, maybe that is not enough to convince you that 

you personally are the beloved child of God.  Maybe you also need to know that the God who loves you 

is counting on you to accomplish the salvation of the entire universe.  God needs us so that the purpose 

of God in loving the world into being can be fulfilled.  God will not let us go!  God never abandons us.  God 

will never, no never, no never forsake! 

 

Jason, Tara, Robbie, Willow, Lyle, Rachel, Stacey, Jeff, Bethany—if you hear nothing else in this 

sermon today, hear this.  God’s purpose for all of creation can only be complete if your life is 

complete, abundant, full of purpose and love.  It is hard, often very hard, to grow up and to believe 

in yourself, but know this.  God believes in you.  God made you in God’s image!  God has given 



you talents and gifts and especially love.  God will show you, if and when you are willing, your way 

to make a difference for love in the world.  God continually provides you with guidance and help 

along the way.   

 

 

 (Ken, take a deep breath!)  The Cosmic Scope of the Christian Venture—whew!  It is exhausting 

to contemplate such immensities! 

 

C.  Exhausting is right.  I don’t know about the kids you just named, but I can hardly keep up with you!  

Ken, remember what I have told you.  KISS.  KISS.  

 

K.  Oh yeah, KISS. “ Keep It Simple, Stupid.”  You know it is not nice to call someone, “stupid.”  But I guess 

I can try to exit the celestial realms and return to earth and try make my ideas easier to follow. 

 

C.  You can try, my dear, but honestly, I’m not sure you can do it. 

 

K.  With your encouragement, my dear, anything is possible, so here goes. 

 

 OK, this is as down to earth, reduced it to bare bones, as I know how to get. 

 

 

 Honestly, I talk with my three children about these things all the time.  For example, here is a 

conversations as I am putting Micah to bed a bit before the girls settle down: 

 
 Micah:  Daddy, how much do you love me? 

 Daddy:  As much as the sky.  And how much does God love Micah?  

Micah:  As much as the stars.   

 Daddy:  And how much does Micah love daddy? 

 Micah:  More than the sky. 

 Daddy:  And how much does Micah love God? 

 Micah:  (He looks puzzled.)  Daddy, what is more than the stars? 

 Daddy:  Well, the universe has zillions of them. 

 Micah:  Then, more than everything. 

 

 

 
 Micah:  Daddy, where is God? 

 Daddy:  God is… (Suddenly Lauren drops in.) 

Lauren:  God is in the flowers and the trees.  That is why they are so beautiful. 

Micah:  You’re beautiful. 

Lauren:  That’s because God is inside me, and inside you.  God is also inside the animals.  (Now it’s Stacey’s 

turn to pop her head through the door.) 

 
Stacey:  Daddy, if God is in the animals, then why can’t we have a puppy?” 



Daddy:  How about some fish. 

Stacey:  Daddy, you know what happened the last time our fish had babies. 

Daddy: Shh!  Don’t remind your sister.  That still makes her sad. 

 
Stacey had a way of taking our conversations about God and love a bit too literally: 

 
Daddy:  God is everywhere.  God is inside you. 

Stacey: (Examines her hand.)  Like my blood and my bones.” 

Daddy:  Not quite.  God is love.  You can feel love and you can give love, but you cannot see love.  God is just 

like that.  When you are happy and loving, Stacey—you too Micah and Lauren—I can see God’s love in your 

smile and in your kindness.  You are the best big sister!. 

Stacey:  So, if I keep being kind, what about the puppy? 

 

 

 I am not making this up.  My children’s favorite books, including their Children’s Bible Story Books, 

repeatedly tell Stacey and Lauren and Micah the deep truth about love; that love is infinite and 

unconditional.  The book we read the most is entitled, “Owly” and features Mother Owl and Baby Owl 

talking about love.  So, we talk about love and God and stars and the grandeur of creation all the time.  

Some things bear repeating.  Some things you want your children to absorb like a tree absorbs water 

through its roots.  We want our sons and daughters to be so deeply rooted in the things of God, the 

extremity of love, the marvels of life, the wonder of creation, so that nothing will ever uproot them from 

their knowledge and their experience of the love of God.   

 

 We are all on the receiving end of a universe of love.   That is what I believe; but make no mistake.  

No one needs to remind me that children often do not experience this love.  It is sickening and nauseating 

and appalling how many children must endure the vicious denial of their birthright as children of God.  

Too often they bear the sins of the world upon their easily fractured bodies and easily wounded hearts 

and vulnerable spirits.  Abuse.  Violence.  Neglect.  Ceaseless censure.  Poverty that should be intolerable 

to rich Christians like us in a wildly wealthy country. 

 

 Let us never tire of telling our children, at home, in church, at school, on television shows like Mr. 

Roger’s Neighborhood: 

 

  It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood, 
 

A beautiful day for a neighbor, 
Would you be mine? 
Could you be mine? 
It's a neighborly day in this beautywood, 
A neighborly day for a beauty, 
Would you be mine? 
Could you be mine? 
I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you, 
I've always wanted to live in a neighborhood with you. 
So, let's make the most of this beautiful day, 



Since we're together, we might as well say, 

Would you be mine? 
Could you be mine? 
Won't you be my neighbor? 
Won't you please, 
Won't you please, 
Please won't you be my neighbor? 

 
 So, in this vast global community of ours, to which children are we singing, “Won’t you be my 

neighbor?”  To which children of the world, all of them longing to be loved, are we, with our lives, reading 

stories that ask, “How much do I love you?” and truthfully answering, echoing the Christ, “As much as the 

stars? 

 

To the degree that we live, “In Christ,” the answer can only be, “All the Children of the World!” 

 

  Jesus loves the little children, 

  All the children of the world. 

  Red and yellow, black and write, 

  They are precious in His sight, 

  Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

 

 Do we really intend to follow Jesus? 

 

 

 Back to the title of this sermon, “The Cosmic Scope of the Christian Venture,” that is exactly how 

simple the cosmic Christian venture is.  Follow Jesus.  Love.  Love all the children.  Love all of humanity.  

Include every thing and every one, in the world Jesus came to save.  The entire creation.  No one excluded.  

Love is not Godly unless it is love for all. 

 

K.  Well, how did I do?  Is that simple enough? 

 

C.  Simple enough to understand, but we sure have our work cut out for us if we are truly going to live 

this cosmic Christian venture!   

 

K.  I think I want to conclude this sermon on “The Cosmic Scope of the Christian Venture” by telling 

everyone about a dream I told to only you.  Do you think that would be meaningful to everyone here? 

 

C.  You have my blessing.  Obviously, you don’t need my permission. 

 

K.  Most of you know that awhile back I struggled through a dark season of depression.  I eventually 

learned why that painful journey was necessary.  I had been possessed throughout my life by a fear that 

when I deeply needed God, God would be absent.  It was a terribly painful time.  You all continued to love 

me and help me and God kept holding on to me and teaching me.  It was a dark six months before the 



lights began to come back on.  Then one night I had this dream.  I awoke in the middle of the night.  

Suddenly I noticed that I was singing a resurrection hymn.  It dawned on me that I had just woken up from 

a dream.  In that dream I had been carried into a large outdoor amphitheater.  Under the most brilliant 

nighttime sky I had ever seen, I heard the voice of God, in crystal clear tones.  It was the same voice of 

God I had heard in a dream at the beginning of that dark season.  She said to me, “In celebration of your 

re-birth as a child of God, “a star is born.  Can you see this new star?”  I answered God, saying, “Don’t you 

mean ‘made visible’ rather than ‘born.’” 

 

“No,” God answered, “A star is born.” 

 

C.  Romans 8:19:  “The creation waits in eager expectation…” for the spiritual rebirth of the children of 

God.  Every time one of the sons or daughters of God awakens to the fact that God’s love is infinite and 

unconditional, a star is born in the universe and the whole creations claps its hands. 

 

K.  May it be so in all of our lives.  Amen.    

 

We close our service of worship today with the singing of, “Teach Us What We Yet May Be.”  (Hymns for 

the Family of God, # 9) 

  

God who stretched the spangled heavens 

Infinite in time and place 

Flung the suns in burning radiance 

Through the silent realms of space, 

We, Thy children, in Thy likeness, 

Share inventive powers with Thee 

Great Creator, still creating, 

Teach us what we yet may be. 

 

We have conquered worlds undreamed of 

Since the childhoods of our race, 

Known the ecstasy of winging 

Through uncharted realms of space, 

Probed the secrets of the atom, 

Yielding un-imagined power 

Facing us with life's destruction 

or our most triumphant hour. 

 

As Thy new horizons beckon, 

Father, give us strength to be 

Children of creative purpose, 

Serving man and honoring Thee. 

‘Til our dreams are rich with meaning 

Each endeavor Thy design 

Great Creator, lead us onward 

‘Til our work is one with Thine.                            Catherine C. Arnott 

  



The Corruption of the Womb of God 
 

Acts 17.16-34 
 

 
  
(DEDICATION--The first draft of this sermon was completed at Whitt's End in Hancock, New York on July 
6, 1989.  That day would have been my mother and father's 43rd wedding anniversary, had he not died 
of cancer eight years previous.  Dad gifted us with this piece of God's Earth and he loved the land in ways 
I am only beginning to learn.  With overwhelming feelings of gratitude, this sermon is dedicated to my 
father, Chester W. Whitt.) 
 

How shall I tell them about Jesus the Christ? 
 

How shall I talk about what God has done and is doing? 
 

How shall I introduce God's Christ so that the Athenians will hear, and hearing will believe, and 
believing will turn and be saved?  
 
         Those questions were like a perplexing puzzle as Paul wandered the streets of Athens.  Where 
would he find the missing pieces that make possible a connection between the new faith and the old 
ways?  Paul respected the rays of Divine light that already radiated from the philosophies and religions 
of that great city.  The obsessive hunger for debate of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers fueled Paul’s 
already roaring fire to preach faith in Jesus Christ.  What Paul must decide is how to focus the fire, how 
to move the minds but also sear the souls of his listeners with the new light from God that he held in his 
heart.  If you listen as you read the 17th chapter of Acts you can almost hear Paul crying out in urgent 
prayer, "God, where do I begin?"  And, as the prayer contained the seeds of the answer, Paul may have 
heard:  "Begin at the beginning."  
    
         And so he preached:   
 

           "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth….God gives all 
humanity life and breath and everything else....God did this so that we would seek God and find God, 
though God is not far from each one of us.  For in God we live and move and have our being.  As some of 
your own poets have said, "We are God's offspring."   

 

As Paul continued preaching, he explained to the Athenians that as God’s off-spring they no 
longer needed Idols of gold and silver.  They could receive and believe a more complete image of God.  
On that new day they could know the full light of God as revealed by the Resurrected One, God's Christ.  
They could know Christ. 
           
         And make no mistake about it, these indeed were strange ideas to the Greeks.  The resurrection 
was an offense.  But, for the sake of their salvation, the Athenians must hear, and in hearing believe, and 
in believing turn and be saved.  
 
         Good friends, as regards our salvation, nothing has changed.  We still must know God's Christ!  The 
Creator God was the God of salvation then and is the God of salvation now.  The Athenians heard the 
Good News of Jesus Christ at the beginning of the First Century.  We hear the Good News on the eve of 



the third millennium.  That time was and our time is an historical era of dramatic change and great 
spiritual energy.  God is today as busy as God has ever been to bring to the members of the human 
family a saving knowledge of God.  Without that knowledge the human family will perish.  
 
         Paul presented God to the Athenians in a way that would break through their intellectual and 
emotional and spiritual resistance.  Today, God must still break through intellectual and emotional and          
spiritual resistance so that 20th century men and women may hear anew the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
and in hearing believe, and in believing turn and be saved.  Nothing less than such a conversion will do.   
 
         What did Paul want the Athenians to know about God that we also must know?   
 
         First, that God is the creator and we are off-spring.  And that means we are absolutely dependent 
on God for, as Paul says it, life and breath and everything else. (Acts 17.25)   How does God provide 
these things?  In Colossians 1.15ff Paul writes that God provides them through Christ:   
 

"He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and earth..., all things were created by him and for him."   
 

         In Christ, God created a world of soil, air, and water. These elements of the creation are an 
extension of God, they are an extension of God's Being, God's love.  Christ dwells in all of them.  
  
           "Christ is all and is in all." (Colossians 3.11c)  
  

But in addition to this extension of God in creation, the Athenians needed to know that God also 
extended God's Being and God's love in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, the Resurrected Christ whose 
life could not be ended by crucifixion.  They needed to hear God's demand for personal righteousness.  
And the Athenians needed to know that this righteousness was now possible through repentance and 
forgiveness of sins.    
  

But what about us?  Unlike the Athenians we know full well, or certainly should know by now, of 
God's demand for personal righteousness.  We know that the salvation of our lives depends on 
repentance and that the forgiveness of sins is possible because of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  What we have forgotten, I believe, is the foundation for all that Paul preached in Athens.  
Preoccupied with personal salvation, we have forgotten that God, through Christ, also intends the 
salvation of the Earth and the entire Creation.  We have forgotten, to our great peril, that Christ is also 
known in Creation and that the Grace of God is also extended to us through the elements of that 
Creation, the soil, air and water.    
  
  Paul passionately desired to preach Christ crucified and resurrected to the Athenians, for the 
salvation of their lives.   God has placed an equal passion in my heart to preach Christ present in the 
Creation to you, and all who will listen, for the salvation of our lives and the salvation of the Earth and 
the salvation of the Cosmos.  
   
But to so preach Christ present in the Creation, we need a way of understanding how God, through 
Christ, provides life and breath and everything else to the human family.  You find one metaphor     for 
the Divine relationship to Creation in the book of Job:  
  
   "In God's hands are the souls of all that live, the spirits of all human kind." (Job 12.10, NEB)  



  
This is the same metaphor popularized by the folk song, "He's Got the Whole World In His 

Hands".  God has "you and me brother"," you and me sister", "the little bitty baby", and "the wind and 
the rain" in His hands.  In this metaphor God holds the creation and can be found in the creation.  (Pan-

en-theism), but God is much more than creation.  This is a good and a true metaphor.  But as good and 
true as this metaphor is, it is not the way Paul images God's relationship through Christ to the Creation.  
In Paul's metaphor, God does not just hold, God surrounds, encompasses.  The Creation dwells within 
God:  
  
    "For in Him we live and move and have our being." (Acts 17.26)  

  
  We, and the creation in which we dwell, live and move and have our being within God.   You may 
remember the story of a young and desperate fish swimming about in the ocean looking for water.  He 
had heard that he needs water in order to live.  He does not want to die so he swims forth 
seeking water.  He looks everywhere.  He asks everyone.  No one knows anything.  Finally, he finds a great 
and wise and very old fish who says he knows about water.  "Water surrounds you", the old 
fish begins.  "Water is everywhere.  You were born in water and every day of your life water will sustain 
you.  You do not need to search.  All you must do is see."  This is just a tall fish-story to our young fish, 
who swims on, in search of the mysterious elixir of life, called water.  
  

We have not had the fish's experience of being enveloped by water.  How are we to feel the depth 
of Paul's metaphor of living within God?  Is there any experience common to all human beings that might 
help us to understand what it means to say that God is the One within whom we live and move and have 
our being?  
    

There is one human experience, and only one, common to all of us, of existing within another, 
totally dependent on another.  That is the nine months of miraculous growth within the womb of our 
mother prior to birth.  Paul says that we are totally dependent on God because we live and move and 
have our being within God.  I think we can a grow a life-saving understanding of our Relationship to God 
and God's relationship to us, and the entire creation, if we are willing to contemplate the following 
metaphor:  
  

THE ENTIRE CREATION, INCLUDING HUMANITY, IS A CHILD GROWING WITHIN THE WOMB OF THE 
MOTHER.  GOD IS THE MOTHER, PROVIDING EVERYTHING NEEDED FOR THE NURTURING OF LIFE. 

 
But like the frequently heard disclaimer on television, "This is a test, this is only a test", I would 

add, "This is a metaphor, this is only a metaphor."  It is not the whole truth about God but it may be a 
critically important part of the truth for us to hear today.  Our salvation may depend on it.  
  

Question: Why might this particular metaphor be so important today?   
 
Answer:  If we understand, metaphorically, that the entire creation dwells within the womb of 

God and that our very own lives are sustained within this womb through the indwelling presence of 
Christ, we might, we just might before it is absolutely too late, cease our suicidal destruction of those 
life sustaining extensions of God's grace that we know in the air, water and soil.  We might, to speak, 
metaphorically, cease our suicidal corruption of the womb of God.  
  

Let me tell you what I mean by sharing the insights that have been given to me as I have 



contemplated this metaphor.    
  
  I've know for quite a few years now just how awesome an event is the experience of childbirth.  
It is mysterious and magnificent, frightening and perilous.  Awhile back I shared with a family a part of 
the peril I hope I never have to experience again.  Are you familiar with the word, “meconium?”  I 
experienced meconium—not at all a pleasant experience—when changing my daughter’s first diaper.  It 
was filled with an absolutely black substance I was later told was meconium. What I did not know was 
that sometimes, through some accident or trauma of birth, the meconium is released by the baby 
before birth, corrupting the sterile and safe environment of the womb.  This is a potentially tragic event 
for the baby.  The meconium can be breathed into the body, blocking air passages and causing brain 
damage, severe retardation or even death.  Or it can be ingested.  The bacteria can cause an infection 
that the baby's immune system is not prepared to fight.  In either case, you have a crisis.  Action must be 
taken immediately. As soon as a doctor or midwife detects the problem, an anesthesiologist, who is an 
expert in clearing breathing passages, is called in.  Immediately after birth blood tests are taken and, if 
necessary, anti-biotics are administered.  It is a perilous process.  The baby's body, especially blood 
vessels needed for an IV, are so small.  The right steps must be taken, they must be taken skillfully, and 
they must be taken immediately. Any delay, any error, can be fatal.  
  

Though the metaphor is not perfect, I must confess to being overwhelmed by the similarities 
between the corruption of the mother’s womb with the attendant tragic possibilities for the baby and 
the corruption of the Earth with the attendant tragic possibilities for the human family.  For example, 
the baby's action is unconscious, but its effect is none-the-less suicidal.  The mother is not threatened by 
the defiling of the womb.  Only the life within the womb is in danger.  The mother will grieve the death 
of the child; but she will live to create again.  
  

The actions of humans beings within the Earth environment, the womb, that sustains our lives, 
maty be equally unconscious; or subject to rigid denial.  Like those who crucified the Christ, we may not 
know what we are doing. But what we are doing is committing suicide.  We are killing, not just 
ourselves, we are also aborting all future generations of human beings.  When we pollute the air and the 
water and the soil, when we eliminate ten thousand species of plants and animals each year, we are 
corrupting the habitat that sustains our lives, we are destroying the very graces of air, water and soil 
that God uses to provide for our needs.  God will grieve--can you even imagine how profoundly God will 
grieve if the human adventure is aborted--but the Creator will live to create again.  
  

There is a way out of this suicidal madness.  The solution lies within the potential of every 
human being to allow the unconscious to become conscious, to acknowledge the truth, to turn and be 
saved.  As painful as the reality is to see, as offensive as the metaphor may be, as difficult as the changes 
required will seem, the human family has got to become conscious of the metaphorical 
fact that we are defecating in the Womb of God.  We must become conscious of the literal fact that we 
are choking on our own poisons and killing our own children.  We must become conscious of the literal 
fact that we cannot throw our garbage away.  There is no "away", there is only the creation, the womb, 
the air, water and soil that sustain our lives.  We must hear, and in hearing believe, and in believing turn 
and be saved.  
  
But something is blocking our hearing and our turning towards consciousness.  I may be the pain that 
the truth would cause us.  Those of you who have felt the pain of the death of a child know what I mean.  
The sorrow is excruciating.  But what we are talking about here is infinitely worse, the death of all the 
children, the abortion of the entire human adventure.  To become conscious that we are committing 



suicide, that we are killing all future generations of the unborn, that we are corrupting the womb of 
God, is more pain that we can stand.  So we choose to remain numb to the truth.  We blur the truth by 
denying that we are in a fetal-like position of absolute dependence on God.  We delude ourselves into 
thinking we can control our own destinies.  We try to diminish the pain through various addictions, 
particularly the addiction of consumerism.  But by consuming so much unneeded junk 
and trashing so much poisonous garbage, we insure our self-destruction.  We must hear the truth in a 
way that will compel us to repent.    
  
    THE TRUTH IS, THE HUMAN FAMILY IS COMMITING SUICIDE BY CORRUPTING THE WOMB OF GOD.      
   

Our hope lies in two facts.  First and foremost is the capacity of our  Creator God to also be our 
Healing God.  Second is the capacity of the human family for repentance and conversion.  That is why 
God is so busy these days.  That is why so many people are being pushed by God to heal their very own 
lives, they might then be a force for the healing of the planet.  You cannot help to halt the human 
family's suicide if you are committing personal suicide by way of alcoholism, workaholism, consumerism 
or any other addiction.  Only repentant and recovering individuals, people who are working God’s love 
into every nook and cranny of their lives, can call the human family to repentance and recovery.  Only 
those who personally know God's salvation can teach the world that that salvation is for everyone and 
everything.   
 

"For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 

cross." (Colossians 1.19-20)  
 

And humanity, you and I, have a critical role to play in this process:  
  

"The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed....in hope that the 
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the 
children of God." (Romans 8.19 & 21)  

  

Without a doubt, you and I live in what may be the most fateful era of human history, maybe 
even of the entire history of the cosmos.  The creative adventure set in motion, and sustained to this 
day, by our Creator God depends, for its culmination, on the consciousness of human beings.  We must 
be willing to see the evil of our past actions--The Corruption of the Womb of God--and we must be 
willing to repent and allow God to show us our salvation.   
  
   The womb of God must be cleansed.   
       The time is now.  
              The person is you.   

           The way will be shown.   
 All the creation is waiting.   

  
        What will you do? 
 
           Better yet, do we have the courage to be the offspring of God who know, love and follow the 
Christ? 

 

 

  



Communion in the Holoverse 
 

Genesis 1:26-31 
I Corinthians 10:16-1 

 
Rev. Kenneth C. Whitt         January 7, 1990 
 

(edited version by Ken Whitt, March 9, 2018) 
 
 

Last Sunday, in a sermon intitled, “The Christmas Story for Thinkers,” I proposed that in the 
discoveries of science, particularly in physics and astrophysics, there are insights into the nature of reality 
that are consistent with the vision that undergirds the Gospel of John’s announcement of the Incarnation.  
Thought John presents the Birth of Jesus in the language of philosophy instead of the language of story, 
he is none-the-less heralding the same momentous event as is revealed in the profoundly inspiring 
Christmas accounts of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. 

 
I advocated in that sermon for my conviction that Christians who inform themselves of the 

principles of the New Physics are going to be much better prepared to convince modern skeptics of the 
objective reality of the Incarnation and the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  When science seeks and 
tells the truth and faith seeks and tells the truth, I believe our affirmations of both will be complimentary-
not contradictory.  Spirituality and science need no longer collide when both are committed to exploring 
the creation side by side. 

 
I am going to continue on a similar track today.  We live in a world where even Christians have 

grave doubts.  Some have even abandoned the ship of transcendent hope altogether.  Modern men and 
women, informed by only a materialistic world view, have given up on the Presence and the Power of 
God.  In coming weeks, I will speak to you about prayer, about the discernment of God’s leading, about 
surrender to God, following Jesus, and being guided by the Holy Spirit.  We will have conversations about 
doing justice and building peace and serving the poor and caring for the creation.  I will emphasize again 
and again that we are One in Christ Jesus our Lord.  And you and I, all who long for wholeness and healing 
and meaning and joy and especially for love, will need to stand together on the sure foundation of the 
knowledge of God’s ways and the certainty that we dwell within the unfailing love of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

 

This morning I will present just one of the insights of the New Physics and connect this insight to 

one of the cherished beliefs and celebrations of Christianity.  We begin with the Word of the 

Lord from Genesis 1:26-27:  

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 

wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humankind in his image, 

     in the image of God he created them;  

     male and female he created them. 
 



Genesis tells us that every human being is created in the image of God.  Every on of us: 
 
 The richest the poorest 
 The strongest the weakest 
 The holiest the most sinful 
 
All of us are the same in that we all carry the stamp of the Creator.  Though we can refuse to know 

the stamp of divinity within us, though we can sin so often that that stamp becomes torn and tattered, 
though we can deny that that stamp is posted on every man, woman and child on the face of this earth, 
the fact that we are created in the image of God cannot every be totally obliterated.  All of us are one 
human family. 

 
I read recently a story of a mother and her two children who were herded on to one of those 

cattle trains that hauled Polish Jews to the concentration camps of Nazi Germany.  At the end of the track 
the weak were separated from the strong.  Mother was dragged to the barracks to begin 3 years of a living 
hell.  The children were torn from her arms, destined for the gas chambers.  In that day it was a common 
story. 

 
What was uncommon was her reaction to another death many years later when the commander 

of that concentration camp was brought to justice.  As one of the few survivors, she had been a witness  
against him.   But at his execution she could express no anger towards him.  Instead there were only tears 
for her own loss and deep pity for another human being who had fallen so far that he could not rise. 

 
This mother had survived the concentration camp because of her faith.  She knew she was a child 

of God.  She received comfort and power from the stamp of divinity on her soul.  All the horrors of a 
concentration camp could not obliterate that image of God.  But neither could hatred and cruelty and 
violence totally obliterate that divine stamp on the soul of the commander.  The mother, created in the 
image of God, was so aware of that fact that she could even recognize the image of God in the man who 
had killed her children.  He was her brother in One Human Family.  And she could not hate him. 

 
What an extraordinary thing that is.  Having the faith to be able to recognize in even your most 

bitter enemy a fellow child of God! 
 
But In Christ he extraordinary is to become the ordinary.  In Christ we learn to recognize the divine 

image on EVERY other person and ALL become our brothers and sisters. 
 
I Corinthians 10 talks of our unity in Christ this way: 
 

16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we 
break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, 
for we all partake of the one bread. 

 
Something extraordinary may occur to members of a Christian Church when they share sacred 

meals and dwell together In Christ.  In Communion we can experience a connection that transcends 
differences and makes us one.  Christian, in communion, can learn what the mother learned by brutal 
experience-that every human life is connected to every other life.  In fact, the only way to truly love 
ourselves and to love God is to love our neighbor, and even our enemy. 

 



Our text uses the Greek word, “Koinonia,” to express this truth.  THE NIV translates Koinonia as 
“A participation in,” and the Phillips translations says, “A sharing in.” 

 
Koinonia is most often translated as, “Fellowship,” occasionally as “Communication” or 

“Community”. 
 
This kind of: 
 
 Fellowship 
 Community 
 Communion 
 
Which is extraordinary within the normal commerce of the world is to be ordinary within the body 

of Christ. 
 
The world sees differences between people.  The church is to see the common stamp of divinity. 
 
The world sees separation and alienation.  The church is to see unity and reconciliation. 
 
The world sees everyone for themselves.  The church is to see each person for the others, just as 

Jesus Christ was a man for others. 
 
In the world everyone says, “This is what I want and there will be hell to pay if I don’t get it.  In 

the church everyone says, “I see that you are in need.  How can I help you?” And we know that in helping 
others we help ourselves. 

 
The world sees a disconnected creation, random, without purpose or guidance and often without 

hope.  The church is to see a connected world, ordered by divine purpose, bound together by divine love, 
a world where hope abounds. 

 
The world says there is no possibility of Communion. The church has the ritual of Communion at 

the very center of its common life. 
 
Who is right?  The world or the church?  Even more immediately important, to what degree has 

the truth of the world infiltrated and replaced the truth of God? 
 

Communion in the Holoverse 
 

Actually, the Bible goes much further in its claims for unity and community than I have said so far.  
The Bible claims that the entire Earth and all that dwell therein are the Lord’s.  The stars and all that lies 
between them is God’s dwelling place.  The stamp of divinity is on the entire creation and everything in 
the universe is connected to everything else. 

 
The Apostle Paul affirms this view of creation in Colossians where he writes in 3:11: 
 
“…Christ is all, and is in all.” 
 
Paul continues: 



 
“For by Christ all things were created and all things hold together.” 
 
True or False? 
 
The most common understanding of the creation is that the universe is a mostly emptiness and 

that where material reality exists it is a collection of disconnected objects, separated by immense space. 
 
In human affairs that translates to people thinking that fate of a starving child on the other side 

of the globe has no impact on me.  The world view that we live in a disconnected universe gets translated 
into human behavior when people make decisions about, say, how I live, what I buy, what I do, without 
taking into account the needs of, say, the hungry child or the homeless man downtown--and certainly the 
fate of an oppressed family in El Salvador has nothing to do with the strawberries on my table or the 
coffee in my cup. 

 
But if Christianity is right and we are ONE then any child’s hunger is my child’s hunger and the 

homelessness of any of God’s children is as painful a reality to me as if it was my family out on the street. 
 
The world says that everything, everyone, is disconnected, separate, an island in a vast expanse 

of meaninglessness.  But what if that common understanding of reality is entirely false? 
 
Let me share an image from science of this connected world.  You may have heard of or seen a 

hologram.  A hologram is a three dimensional picture or image that is created by light waves.  If a hologram 
were projected in the middle of our sanctuary--say it was an image of Christ--you could walk around it 
and see it from different angels.  Holograms are relatively inexpensive to reproduce.  One appeared on 
the cover of “National Geographic” in November 1985.  A hologram has some amazing features. 

 
1) First, you probably have a hologram in your wallet, on your Visa or Mastercard.  It contains 

information about your credit rating.  In fact, a hologram the size of a sugar cube could contain 
all the information on every book in the Library of Congress.  It is now believed that that is 
why the human brain can store so much information--because rather than storing information 
by way of electrical or chemical connections, in a way similar to a computer, the brain stores 
information holographically. 
 

2) Which leads to the second amazing feature of a hologram; information stored holographically 
is present in every part of the hologram.  That means that you can cut a hologram into a 
hundred pieces and project the entire image from the information in any one of the 
fragments.  Thus, if a hologram, again say an image of Christ, were cut into enough pieces to 
give each of you one of them, you would each be holding in your hands a compete image of 
Jesus.  Each piece of the broken body of Christ contains the fullness of Christ and the fullness 
of the power and love of God for your life. 

 

3) Third, the latest thought in many areas of scientific inquiry is that we live in a holographic 
universe.  You might call it The Holoverse.  In the Holoverse all the information needed to 
create a human being is contained in every cell of the human body.  In the Holoverse 
everything is connected and shares a common destiny.  The appearance of disconnection is 
an illusion created by the limited capacity of our five senses.  We are One. 
 



One of the most surprising examples of this connectedness to be revealed by quantum physics is 
that “something” actually does travel faster than the speed of light; a fact that under the “laws” of the old 
physics was impossible.  Take an atom that is held in balance by two particles/forces, an electron and a 
positron.  Each particle is rotating in a certain direction at a given speed.  Change the direction or speed 
of one particle and the other changes simultaneously.  Separate them in an experiment by a distance that 
is essentially infinite and the change in speed or direction is still immediate--without the passage of time.  
In other words, once connected, always connected.  Communication is direct and instantaneous. 
 And more to the point, getting back to today’s sermon theme, “Communion in the Holoverse, in 
the Holoverse where even the tinyest fragments of matter/energy are connected and where every part 
of the universe contains information about the whole: 
 
 Communion 
 Communication 
 Fellowship 
 Community 
 Koinonia… 
 
 …are not only possible, they are the way everything is and exactly the way they are supposed to 
be!  The appearance of being separated from our fellow human beings is where the illusion lies.  And every 
act of selfishness, greed, degrading of the environment, violence is an ignorant act of self-destruction. 
 
 Love your neighbor as yourself, because your neighbor is you.  Communion in the Holoverse is 
our beginning and our end. 
 
 The service of Communion we are about to share is the symbol and the substance of what binds 
the entire creation together--the Presence of Christ in and through all things.  What we do here, what we 
become here, matters more to the universal destiny of the Human Race and all of God’s creation than we 
can possibly imagine.  It is critical that you and I as individuals break down as many walls and divisions as 
possible in order to be the Koinonia, the Body of Christ, the People of God.   

   19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the spiritual rebirth of the sons and daughters of 
God.  20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into 
freedom and glory of the children of God.  (Romans 8:19-21) 

 There is simply no way to exaggerate the importance of each and every child of God in upholding 
the unfolding purpose of all of creation. As Jesus prayed for you and I, may we be One even as the Christ 
and the Father are One. 

 Let us come to the Table of the Lord, that we might be whole. 

 Let us remember as we receive the bread and the cup that Jesus gave everything for us that we 
might be everything God created us to be. 

 So be it.  Amen. 
  



 

The Monkey Is Not the Menace 

Genesis 1:1 & 24 

Genesis 2: 7-8 & 18-20 

First Baptist Church of Syracuse, NY                                       March 18, 2018 

 

 I have reason to believe that this sermon will not generate conflict at this church, even though I 

will be addressing texts and ideas and theories, and coming to conclusions, that are as controversial as 

any in the wildly conflictive history of Christianity.  Murder and mayhem have been the results of many of 

these battles over beliefs——but today, here, I think we will dodge such deadly quarrels.  But who can be 

sure? 

 It still seems wise to begin today by proposing a few beliefs that, most likely, we will agree upon.  

 Can we agree that: 

 God is. 

 And that God was before time, space, energy and matter. 

 

Can we agree that: 

 

 God is love. 

 God is Creator. 

 God is good. 

 The Creation is good. 

 God and the Creation are purposeful. 

 Love is the purpose. 

 Love requires a beloved. 

 Conscious and intelligent life—us—we are among the beloved. 

 We, the beloved, have trouble, being loved and being loving. 

 So the Christ became Immanuel, God with us. 

 Jesus with us, then, now, forever. 

 

Can we agree: 

 

Jesus is love.  Jesus loves me, you, everyone.   

 Because Jesus is love we can feel loved and loving and even be Love itself.  

 Because Jesus prays for us to be One with God we can be One. 

 We can be Love. 

 The Purpose of God and Creation is then fulfilled. 

 

 Certainly we do not and cannot agree on the meaning of everyone of these beliefs.  We are after 



all speaking of ultimate things.  We are speaking of realities that cannot be fully defined.  Yet, can we not 

affirm such beliefs as “Jesus loves me?” 

 

 If we can agree, then I can move ahead with this sermon with the strange title, “The Monkey is 

Not the Menace.” 

 Exactly what monkey isn’t what menace?  Some readers may have guessed.  Since I used the word 

“creation” a few times already and referred to the existence of  vehement variances in Christian opinion, 

you may be already thinking about this: 

 The Scopes Monkey Trial. 

 What do we know about the Scopes Monkey Trial? 

 We know that the “Monkey” refers to the conclusion drawn from Darwin’s Theory of Evolution 

that Human Beings evolved from Monkeys.  From monkeys, God forbid!  At least that’’s what millions of 

Christians, who are sometimes called Biblical Literalists or Fundamentalists, might say, “Monkeys, God 

forbid!”  This theory, and other related conclusions of science, continue to be seen by many Christians as 

a menacing threat to Biblical truth.  The monkey terrorizes some believers at the core of their being and 

has contributed to the highly divisive fundamentalist/modernist controversy.   

 We know that the “Trial” refers to a court case in the State of Tennessee in July 1925.  The 

complaint was against a public-school teacher who violated the Butler Act which made it unlawful to teach 

the theory of evolution in any state funded school. 

 We know that Scopes refers to John T. Scopes, a substitute Science teacher in the small town of 

Dayton, Tennessee.  You may not know that it was all a set-up.  Scopes couldn’t remember even 

mentioning evolution in the classroom, but the case needed a defendant.  So, he incriminated himself!  

The City Fathers of Dayton wanted to attract attention to their little town.  Their ploy worked wondrously, 

even to the extent of attracting nationally prominent attorneys, William Jennings Bryan for the 

prosecution and Clarence Darrow for the Defense. 

 Scopes lost and was fined $100, but the verdict was overturned on a technicality.  None of the 

adversaries won this skirmish in the culture wars but Jesus, Love, certainly lost.  (Details found in 

Wikipedia.) 

 

 There’s one thing about the Scopes Monkey Trial that never made sense to me.  What was so 

menacing about the monkey?  I mean the Bible says we were made from dust.  On the one hand there is 

dust. On the other hand the monkey.  Monkey?  Dust?  Which one is worse?  My thesaurus says that 

synonyms for dust include soil, dirt, filth, manure… 

 By the way, modern Cosmologists and Astrophysicists also weigh in here.  Neither monkeys nor 

dust they say.   Human beings are made from cosmic debris.  A star explodes sending debris everywhere;  

junk here, there, and everywhere.  Now there’s a menacing and demeaning thought.  Exploded debris is 

our ancestor! 



 Stardust?!  We are creatures of the stars!  Personally, I find that thought utterly inspiring.   

               Yet there still is a menace, an enemy of both faith and science!  It is not the monkey or the dust 

and not even the cosmic junk.  The menace is not evolution, not science, and not historical critical 

interpretations of the Bible that attach metaphorical meaning to a seven day creation.  The menace is one 

of the most pernicious distortions of truth in our modern era.  The menace is the 21st Century idolatry 

called: 

 Scientism. 

 What in the creation is scientism? 

 First let me say just a few things about science.   

Many good things can be said about science.  Science seeks truth within the created, the natural, 

world.  Truth sets us free.  So scientific truth can never be the enemy of spiritual truth.  Modern science 

and its spin off, technology, is what divides the world of today from traditional societies.  “Its content is 

the body of facts…that the scientific method has brought to light, the crux of that method being the 

controlled experiment with its capacity to winnow true from false hypotheses about the empirical world.”  

Science studies everything that came after the big bang.  Science itself has no interest in what was before 

the beginning—though many scientists as persons are very interested in the transcendent!  (Huston 

Smith, Why Religion Matters, p. 59) 

Nothing good can be said about “Scientism.”  Scientism as a modern form of idolatry believes two 

things: 

1) Scientism believes that the scientific method is either the only way or the only significant way 

to learn what is true. 

2) Scientism at its worst believes that what science discovers is the only and the entire truth. 

Sigmund Freud is quoted as saying, “Our science is not an illusion, but it would be an illusion to 

suppose that what science cannot give us we can get elsewhere.”  In other words, you and I are deluded 

if we believe we can know anything science cannot teach us.   

Scientism, not science nor the monkey, is the menace.  Scientism, along with materialism and a 

few other ism’s, is a dangerous but prevalent modern system of belief.  But this system of belief tells us, 

“nothing about who we are, where we came from, why we are here, what we should be doing while we 

are here.”  The risks of scientism include meaningless lives and the abortion of the purposes of Love. 

(Huston Smith, Why Religion Matters, p. 59) 

For decades Christian fundamentalists have been opposing the wrong enemy.  The monkey and 

evolution and all other truth discovered by painstaking research can never be the antagonist.  The 

adversary, the menace, is scientism.   

Let me tell you a story that I know personally to be true and that I believe to be entirely 

consistent with the discoveries of science like quantum physics and astrophysics and the latest insights 

of biology and other sciences. 

This foundationally true story begins: 



In the beginning God.  Before creation began, there was God, unseen, unknown; Creator, Christ, 

Pure Spirit of Love bonded as One.  In the beginning God spoke the Word, “Christ.” 

In the beginning, somehow the creative energy of the Pure Spirit of Love exploded and has kept 

exploding.  Spirit became energy and matter and expanded into time and space.  In Christ all things came 

into being, at first just energy and a few elements like hydrogen and helium—not enough to make a world. 

But in something like 3 billion years energy and elements both expanding and held together by 

Christ—quantum physicists have given the name “fields” to these forces——the stuff of the universe 

coalesced into stars.  Eventually those stars exploded and became star-dust, cosmic debris, intergalactic 

garbage, call it what you will.  This second level explosion created additional elements, and eventually a 

new star was birthed.  A few billion years later, that star exploded and more elements were created, like 

carbon, and other building blocks of life.  The conditions were perfect from the beginning; just the right 

amount of expanding and the right amount of holding together and the right amount of everything, from 

the beginning, the unfolding of the Pure Spirit of Love.   

Astrophysicists and Cosmologists refer to this perfection and completion at the beginning of time 

and space as the “Weak Anthropic Cosmological Principle.”  Christians sing, “As it was in the beginning ‘tis 

now and ever shall be, world without end…” 

 

Science and scientists possessing wisdom do not claim to know everything.  But for thousands of 

years the great spiritual traditions of mankind have believed that another form of knowing exists.  Some 

call it mysticism.  Some call it revelation.  Some don’t even try to call it.  They just experience it, feel it—

they, we, feel the Love, Know the Spirit, are convinced by self-authenticating God experiences that come 

in every shape, size, color, and texture.  Nudges.  Mountain top experiences.  Dazzling insights.  

Experiences of both sound and silence.  A still small voice.  Experiences of the ordinary that carry 

extraordinary meaning.   

Within the first millennium BC, the truth seekers of India searched both within themselves and 

outside in the world wondering if they could grasp any truth that was absolute.  Their findings can be 

summarized in three statements which are echoed through millennium and centuries and years and days 

into our day.  These principles have been named by Leibnitz and Aldous Huxley, “The Perennial 

Philosophy,” because they have appeared and reappeared in every age and civilization.   

(By the way, if you are not familiar with Leibnitz, he was an 18th century German mathematician 

and philosopher.   Leibniz is most noted for his optimism, his conclusion that our universe is the best 

possible one that God could have created, an idea that was often lampooned by others such as rationalists 

like Voltaire.  This conclusion is fully compatible with the Weak Anthropic Cosmological Principle.) 

The Perennial Philosophy, found in various forms throughout the spiritual traditions of mankind, 

instructs us: 

1)  There is an infinite, changeless reality beneath the world of change.  (In other words, God 

is…) 

2) This same reality lies at the core of every human personality.  (In other words, all are created 

in the image of God.) 



3) The purpose of life is to discover this reality experientially, in other words to know God while 

here on earth.  (In other words to be, you and I, the answer to the Prayer of Jesus that we be 

One with God as the Father and the Son are one.) 

You may notice that we are back where we began this sermon.  As it was in the beginning ‘tis now 

and ever shall be…”   

I think, I hope, I pray that we have already agreed: 

God is. 
And that God was before time, space, energy and matter. 

  
God is love. 

 God is Creator. 
 God is good. 
 The Creation is good. 
 God and creation are purposeful. 
 Love is the purpose. 
 Love requires a beloved. 
 Conscious and intelligent life—us—we are among the beloved. 
 We, the beloved, have trouble, being loved and being loving. 
 So the Christ became Immanuel, God with us. 
 Jesus with us, then, now, forever. 

Jesus is love.  Jesus loves me, you, everyone.   
 Because Jesus is love we can be loved and loving and Love itself.  
 Because Jesus prays for us to be One with God we can be One. 
 We can be Love. 
 The Purpose of God and Creation is then fulfilled. 
 
 There you have it.  A cosmic love story with a beginning before time and an ending beyond time 

and here we are in the middle of all that time and space and love. Playing our part.  Here we are 

worshipping the creator, praising God, celebrating the wonder of it all, yet still struggling to truly believe 

we are loved, still struggling to love the creation, still unsure of the meaning of it all.  Still afraid.   

Into this very world of trouble Jesus came.  Love arrived and arrives.  Be this love.    So be it.  Amen 
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